SERMON NOTE: The LORD Is Good

By Elder Dr Log Seong Look

Bible Ref: Nahum 1

A prophecy concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. The Lord is a jealous and
avenging God; the Lord takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. The Lord takes vengeance on his foes
and vents his wrath against his enemies. The Lord is slow to anger but great in power; the Lord will not
leave the guilty unpunished. His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the dust of his

feet. He rebukes the sea and dries it up; he makes all the rivers run dry. Bashan and Carmel wither and the
blossoms of Lebanon fade. The mountains quake before him and the hills melt away. The earth trembles at
his presence, the world and all who live in it. Who can withstand his indignation? Who can endure his fierce
anger? His wrath is poured out like fire; the rocks are shattered before him. The Lord is good, a refuge in
times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, but with an overwhelming flood he will make an end of
Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. Whatever they plot against the Lord he will
bring to an end; trouble will not come a second time. They will be entangled among thorns and drunk from
their wine; they will be consumed like dry stubble. From you, Nineveh, has one come forth who plots evil
against the Lord and devises wicked plans. This is what the Lord says: “Although they have allies and are
numerous, they will be destroyed and pass away. Although | have afflicted you, Judah, | will afflict you no
more. Now | will break their yoke from your neck and tear your shackles away.” The Lord has given a
command concerning you, Nineveh: “You will have no descendants to bear your name. | will destroy the
images and idols that are in the temple of your gods. | will prepare your grave, for you are vile.” Look, there
on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace! Celebrate your festivals,
Judah, and fulfill your vows. No more will the wicked invade you; they will be completely destroyed.

Nahum 1:1-15 NIV

http://bible.com/111/nam.1.1-15.NIV



http://bible.com/111/nam.1.1-15.NIV

Jeroboam...is referred to in the Bible because of
his evilness, an evil king.

The Land of Judah have more good kings then
bad kings who follow the LORD.

Nahum (Comforter) is a prophet during time of
Hezekiah

Contemporary with prophet Zephaniah and Hab-
akkuk

Prophecized concerning Niveneh CF Jonah
Message: Because of their wickedness, the city
of Nineveh will completely be destroyed. En-
courage the Jews to celebrate their vow.

Background

- Having captured all the fortified cities of Judah
the cast fearsome Assyrian army we now at the
very gate of Jerusalem.

Isaiah 36:7

But if you say to me, “We are depending on the
Lord our God"—isn’t he the one whose high
places and altars Hezekiah removed, saying to
Judah and Jerusalem, “You must worship before
this altar”?

http://bible.com/111/isa.36.7.NIV

Isaiah 36:13-20 NIV

Then the commander stood and called out in
Hebrew, “Hear the words of the great king, the
king of Assyria! This is what the king says: Do
not let Hezekiah deceive you. He cannot deliver you! Do not let Hezekiah persuade you to trust in the Lord
when he says, ‘The Lord will surely deliver us; this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyr-
ia.” “Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what the king of Assyria says: Make peace with me and come out to
me. Then each of you will eat fruit from your own vine and fig tree and drink water from your own cistern,
until | come and take you to a land like your own—a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vine-
yards. “Do not let Hezekiah mislead you when he says, ‘The Lord will deliver us.” Have the gods of any
nations ever delivered their lands from the hand of the king of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and
Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? Have they rescued Samaria from my hand? Who of all the
gods of these countries have been able to save their lands from me? How then can the Lord deliver Jerusa-
lem from my hand?”

http://bible.com/111/isa.36.13-20.NIV

Isaiah 37:1-4 NIV

When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and went into the temple of the
Lord . He sent Eliakim the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary, and the leading priests, all wearing
sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. They told him, “This is what Hezekiah says: This day is a day
of distress and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come to the moment of birth and there is no strength
to deliver them. It may be that the Lord your God will hear the words of the field commander, whom his
master, the king of Assyria, has sent to ridicule the living God, and that he will rebuke him for the words the
Lord your God has heard. Therefore pray for the remnant that still survives.”
http://bible.com/111/USA.37.1-4.NIV

Isaiah 37:10-17 NIV

“Say to Hezekiah king of Judah: Do not let the god you depend on deceive you when he says, ‘Jerusalem
will not be given into the hands of the king of Assyria.” Surely you have heard what the kings of Assyria
have done to all the countries, destroying them completely. And will you be delivered? Did the gods of the
nations that were destroyed by my predecessors deliver them—the gods of Gozan, Harran, Rezeph and the
people of Eden who were in Tel Assar? Where is the king of Hamath or the king of Arpad? Where are the
kings of Lair, Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah?” Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it.
Then he went up to the temple of the Lord and spread it out before the Lord . And Hezekiah prayed to the
Lord : “ Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the
kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. Give ear, Lord , and hear; open your eyes, Lord ,
and see; listen to all the words Sennacherib has sent to ridicule the living God.
http://bible.com/111/isa.37.10-17.NIV
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Isaiah 37:36-38 NIV

Then the angel of the Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in the Assyrian
camp. When the people got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies! So Sennacherib king of
Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there. One day, while he was wor-
shiping in the temple of his god Nisrok, his sons Adrammelek and Sharezer killed him with the sword, and
they escaped to the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son succeeded him as king.
http://bible.com/111/isa.37.36-38.NIV

Nahum 1:7 NIV
The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him,
http://bible.com/111/nam.1.7.NIV

HIS Nature

Compassionate and gracious, merciful, abounding in steadfast love
Holy n righteous

HE take vengeance for you

A refuge, stronghold in time of trouble
Ps 91:9

ps27:5

Prov 18:10

Ps 46:1

HE cares for those who trust in HIM

1Peter 5:7 Car all your cares on HIM

Jer 29:11 | know the plan | have for you...
Ps139:1 You have search me and you know me

What we have to do?
Just to Trust in HIM
HE knows and cares
JC

The story of Desert Pete

In the 1960s, the Kingston Trio released a song called “Desert Pete.” The ballad tells of a
thirsty cowboy who is crossing the desert and finds a hand pump. Next to it, Desert Pete has
left a note urging the reader not to drink from the jar hidden there but to use its contents to
prime the pump.

The cowboy resists the temptation to drink and uses the water as the note instructs. In re-
ward for his obedience, he receives an abundance of cold, satisfying water. Had he not acted
in faith, he would have had only a jar of unsatisfying, warm water to drink.
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