SERMON NOTE: Sign Of Your Goodness
By Elder Dr Koh Seong Kooi
Bible Ref: Psalm 86:17 NIV
Give me a sign of your goodness, that my enemies may see it and be put to
shame, for you, Lord , have helped me and comforted me.
https://psalm.bible/psalm-86-17
Sign
Definition from Dictionary.com: http://www.dictionary.com/browse/sign
Matthew 12:39
When Pharisees asked for a sign:
JESUS answered:
He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will
be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.
Matthew 12:39 NIV
https://matthew.bible/matthew-12-39
So is it okay to ask for a sign?
In case of the Pharisees, they were trying to make it difficult, and they will not believed even given,
But in David's case, he believed with faith and proud of GOD'S love.
Some other occurrences of man asking for sign in Bible.

Genesis 9:1-17 NIV
Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and
dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds in the sky, on every creature that moves along the
ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are given into your hands. Everything that lives and moves about will be food
for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything. “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood
still in it. And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And
from each human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of another human being. “Whoever sheds human
blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind. As for you, be fruitful and
increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.” Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: “I now
establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you and with every living creature that was with you—
the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth.
I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be
a flood to destroy the earth.” And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and
every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be
the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in
the clouds, I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the
waters become a flood to destroy all life. Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.” So God said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth.”
https://bible.com/bible/111/gen.9.1-17.NIV
Isaiah 38:7-15 NIV
“ ‘This is the Lord ’s sign to you that the Lord will do what he has promised: I will make the shadow cast by the sun go
back the ten steps it has gone down on the stairway of Ahaz.’ ” So the sunlight went back the ten steps it had gone
down. A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after his illness and recovery: I said, “In the prime of my life must I go through
the gates of death and be robbed of the rest of my years?” I said, “I will not again see the Lord himself in the land of the
living; no longer will I look on my fellow man, or be with those who now dwell in this world. Like a shepherd’s tent my
house has been pulled down and taken from me. Like a weaver I have rolled up my life, and he has cut me off from the
loom; day and night you made an end of me. I waited patiently till dawn, but like a lion he broke all my bones; day and
night you made an end of me. I cried like a swift or thrush, I moaned like a mourning dove. My eyes grew weak as I
looked to the heavens. I am being threatened; Lord, come to my aid!” But what can I say? He has spoken to me, and he
himself has done this. I will walk humbly all my years because of this anguish of my soul.
https://bible.com/bible/111/isa.38.7-15.NIV

▪

Joshua 2:1-14 NIV
Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. The king of Jericho
was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” So the king of Jericho sent
this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come
to spy out the whole land.” But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men
came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they
left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” (But she had taken
them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) So the men set out in
pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out,
the gate was shut. Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof and said to them, “I know
that the Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this
country are melting in fear because of you. We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for
you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the
Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. “Now then,
please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you.
Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who
belong to them—and that you will save us from death.” “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you
don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.”
https://bible.com/bible/111/jos.2.1-14.NIV
Exodus 12:13 NIV
The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No
destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
https://bible.com/bible/111/exo.12.13.NIV

The Cross - It's sign of HIS goodness

▪

Sign of HIS goodness
Sign of Sacrifice - Emptied HIMSELF Phil 2:6-8
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even
death on a cross!
Philippians 2:6-8 NIV
https://bible.com/bible/111/php.2.6-8.NIV

▪

Sign of HIS sufferings
Isaiah 53:1-12 NIV
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? He grew up before
him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering,
and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by
him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment
that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the Lord ’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the
Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will
prosper in his hand. After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied ; by his knowledge my
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the
great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered
with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
https://bible.com/bible/111/isa.53.1-12.NIV

▪

Sign of HIS Righteousness
2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
https://bible.com/bible/111/2co.5.21.NIV

▪

Sign of HIS blessings
2 Corinthians 8:9 NIV
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you through his poverty might become rich.
https://bible.com/bible/111/2co.8.9.NIV
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone
who is hung on a pole.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.
Galatians 3:13-14 NIV
https://bible.com/bible/111/gal.3.13-14.NIV

▪

Sign of HIS Power to Save
1 Corinthians 1:18, 22-24 NIV
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God.
https://bible.com/bible/111/1co.1.18-24.NIV

▪

Sign of HIS Love - He bore is sins, our suffering

