God Incarnate
John 1: 1-4, 14



Difficulties of the Christian beliefs

* Atonement through the e Supernatural nature....a
death of one man stumbling block to faith for

* VVirgin birth JIUEL)

e Resurrection * not reasonable or scientific.

* Miracles



If the incarnation was true

* Atonement through the e Stumbling block would be
death of one man removed....

* Virgin birth * They would be reasonable

* Resurrection to believe.

* Miracles



Word became flesh....
John 1

* 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the
beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. #In him was life, and
that life was the light of all mankind.

* 4The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.



Word....

e The Word at Creation

" Then God said
"Let there be light,”
and there was I|ght f{ Genesis 1:3
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Word....

e By the word of the LORD the
heavens were made,
their starry host by the e The Word
breath of his mouth.
(Psalms 33:6)

* For he spoke, and it came to
be; he commanded, and it
stood firm ( 33:9)

..... Power of God
to create




The Word... John 1: 1-4

* In the beginning was the Word * Eternal...no beginning

e And the Word was with God

* Person... the power that

(v1) fulfill God’s purpose is that
 (He was ( v2), in Him, through of a distinct personal
Him and without Him (v3).....a being....

Person)



* And the Word was God (v.1)

 Word is God, though He is

personally distinct from the
:FE.:,:;':E “gIABGLEE Father ; He is divine in
GOD Wl £ himself, as the Father is.
! e second Person in the
FIRSTBORN OVER Godhead...

* Colossians 1:15




* Through Him all things were
made ( v.3)

* Creator.. He is the agent of
every creative act of the
Father ..

e Colossians 1:16
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* In Him was life ( v.4)

* Giver of life... the origin and
continuance of life...

* created things do not have
life in themselves.

* Word.... gives life to all



* And that life was the light of * Word revealing. In giving
men ( v.4) life, He gives light too

* Each person’s life is an
evidence of God in this
world, their being alive itself
is due to the work of the
Word.

* Romans 1:18-20



For since the creation
of the world God's
invisible qualities-His
eternal power and
divine nature-have
been clearly seen,

being understood from
- what has been made,
so that men are
without excuse.
Romans 1:19-20

* All creation reveal
God’s invisible
gualities ... eternal
power and divine
nature



* The Word became flesh

(v.14) * Word incarnate. The baby in
the manger at Bethlehem
was none other than the
eternal Word of God



INCARNATE - atinwera o

flesh
te Undbaanflshondbetoogss g
* God taking on human
yoé/z//il flesh and becoming man

Hi | in Jesus Christ




The baby born at Bethlehem

* Real human baby




The baby born at Bethlehem
was God made man

* Real human baby

Fully God: * He was not now God minus

e He had not ceased to be some element of deity, but
God, was no less God then * God plus all that He made as
than before, but He had man

begun to be man



Fully a man

* The Creator was how
learning/ experiencing what

it meant to be man. : :
* the perfection of his human

* he was able to be, and could ife was only achieved by his

not avoid Igeing tempted - conflict with the devil like
by the deuvil us.



Hebrews 2: 17-18

* 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human
in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might
make atonement for the sins of the people.

18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are being tempted.



Reason...made fully human

* Make atonement for sins

* Only as a sinless man could
he die to pay penalty of sin.

e But how can the death of
one man atone for the sins
of many?



BUT THERE IS A GREAT DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN ADAM'S SIN AND GOD'S
BRACIOUS | IFT FOR IBSIN OF
THIS ONE 6 (- GH]
DEATﬂ i}

\
. U

GREAT ’%&2 00 SIWOR ‘; ¥
GRACE AND HIS GIFT OF i
FORGIVENESS TO MANY THROUGH
THIS OTHER MAN, JESUS CHRIST.
ROMANS 5:15

* Sin came into creation
through Adam’s sin, one
man.

e atonement for sin through
Jesus Christ, one man

* Gift of forgiveness and
grace



1 Corinthians 15:22

 Adam’s sin brought death

e Jesus Christ brought life
through His death

= LCORINTHIANS 15: 22




But it also mean

Human limitations:

e He walked.....tired....thirst

and hungry * He also suffered painfully
e He was sad....cried and died a cruel death

* He slept.



/" For we do not have

/~ ahigh priest whois
" unable to empathize with

our weaknesses, but we have

one who has been tempted
in every way, jast as we are

-yet He did not sin.-
-Hebrews 4:15

* He was tempted but did not
Sin



For this reason he had to
be made: Ilke them fully
human in every \A./ay%

Hebrews 2:17 NIV

A * As our High Priest

" « He understand the suffering
4 of temptation and human
weaknesses. ( Heb 2:17)




Athanasian creed:

e ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and man; .......
perfect God, and perfect man: yet is he not two, but one
Christ; one, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh: but
by taking of the manhood into God



God incarnate

Perfect God, perfect man



Born to die

Our Lord Jesus Chn;ist
though He was rich,
yet for your sakes -
* He became poor,

~‘that you through
" His poverty &
~might be rich. g

2 Corinthians 8:9

* The crucial significance of
the birth at Bethlehem.....
led to the cross of Calvary.



Hope for sinners

* hope for pardon,
* hope for peace with God,

* hope for glory

e According to the Father’s
will Jesus Christ became
poor, and was born in a
stable



HE MADE HIMSELF NOTHING BY TAKING THE  VERY
NATURE OF A SERVANT, . BEING MADE IN HUMAN
LIKENESS. AND BEING FOUND IN APPEARANCE AS A MAN

HE HUMBLED

HIMSELF BY
BECOMING OBEDIENT
T0 DEATH

PHILIPPIANS

* so that 30 years later he
might hang on the cross.



Implications

e [ncarnation
e Salvation

* Abundant life
* Miracles / healing

* Follow the model set by
Jesus Christ



“joseph, Son of David, do not fear to take Mary

yourwife, for that which is concefved in herisof ~ JNRESIRERI Y
the Ho[y opirit; shewill bear a son, and you

shall call his name| esus fov he will save his

peaple from thetr sins.” (Matthew 1:20-2
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THERE IS SALVATION IN NO ONE
ELSE, FOR THERE IS NO OTHER ,
NAME UNDER'HEAVEN BY wmcu
“WE Musm SAVED.THAN THE

L NAME OF

- e
e ' 2
r’. .

JESUS SAID TO HIM,

"1 AM«+WAY,

mel RUTH, weLIFE.

NO ONE A THER

EXCEPT THROUGH

ME.”

JOHN 14:6
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Abundant life

R Invitation to know God as
~ our Abba (Romans 8:15)

thatthey g

might have
-

and that the_y might have it .

MORE
Abundantly

JOHN 10:10 J

~ Romans 8:15




Miracles

* Do miracles still occur
today?

* What about healing in the
modern era when medicine
had advanced so much?



Miracles...yes because of
Incarnation

* Priesthood of believers (1 Peter 2:9)
* call to pray for all needs (Phil 4:6)

* prayer for the sick offered in faith....healing
(James 5:14-16)



* Do miracles and healing occur in
the modern era?

* Yes, because of incarnation

JESUS IS IN THE
PKESENCE“OF GoD AT




Galations 2:20

IT IS NO LONGER e Christ living in me....

| WHO LIVE example for us to follow
BUT CHRIST

WHO LIVES IN ME. *Incarnate living

GALATIANS 220




Philippians 2:5-8 (MSG)

* Think of yourselves the way
Christ Jesus thought of
himself. He had equal status
with God but didn’t think so
much of himself that he had
to cling to the advantages of
that status no matter what.
Not at all.

* When the time came, he set
aside the privileges of deity
and took on the status of a
slave, became a human!

Mindset of Christ



Mindset of Christ

* Having become a human, he
stayed human. It was an
incredibly humbling process.
He didn’t claim special
privileges. Instead, he lived a
selfless, obedient life and
then died a selfless,
obedient death — and the
worst kind of death at that —
a crucifixion.

Voluntarily:

* Set aside (forgo) His

privilege of his deity

Lived a selfless and obedient
ife

Died a selfless and obedient
death



Selfless and obedient life

- Do nothing out of selfish
~ambition or vain conceit.

But in humility consider
others better than yourselves

- Each of you should look
not only to your own INnterests
but also to the interests of others.

Phlllpplans 2:34 @




Unity: Colossians 3:12-14

Therefore, as God's
chosen people,
holy & dearly loved,
clothe yourselves
with compassion,
kindness, humility,
’ gentleness & patience,

Compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness
and patience......love

irtues t on |OVe,

IN perrect unity

. Bear with each other
- & forgive one another.
-Cologsians 3:12-13
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Be my withess
Acts 1:8-11

» 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

* 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going,
when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside
them. 1 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken

from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you
have seen him go into heaven.”



Withessing....urgent task

The Lowd is nea. *The Lord is coming
p/ﬁ/ippians 4:5b aga|n Nolelp

e . 4 W No time like today...may
. not be a tomorrow







, ,;\a the nations, baptizing them in \
ime ’the Father.and of the So f

Go theref,ore_

and max

d1$C1pleS
of all the
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